Crazy Forensics Mini Tournament

What it is all about: We will be conducting strange and exciting speech and debate events, with a few fun, silly prizes.  All events will be just one round and will take place on the 3rd floor of the Union as soon as the third round is over.  Preference will be given to those who sign up in advance, although if there is time and space, other entries will be considered. All students are eligible for this tournament.  Events will be moderated by Towson University Speech and Debate Team members.

Events Descriptions:

Speed Reading: Contestants will be given a passage and get one minute to read out loud as far into the passage as possible.  They will be given one warning if they are unclear, and if the judge determines that they are still unclear or that they have skipped ANY words, they will be disqualified.  Prize to the fastest reader.

Judge/Moderator: Simonida Subotic

Room: Union 309

Evidence Fabrication: Debaters create the “best card” possible and have one minute to read it out loud.  Judges will evaluate entries (which should also be submitted in hard copy) and award a prize to the best evidence.

Judge/Moderator: Camelia Hostinar

Room: Union 310

Primal Screaming: Contestants will have 15 seconds of total time (this includes any introduction, buildup/setup, etc and the scream itself) to deliver their best scream.  Judges will evaluate screams on creativity, power, and overall effect.

Judges/Moderators: Shawntia Diggs/Cierra Nichols

Room: Chesapeake 1 (3rd Floor of Union)

“Whose Line is it Anyway?”: Teams of two students will be given a scenario and will then be given two minutes to act it out.  Judges will award winners based on creativity, strength of interpretation, and overall entertainment value.

Judge/Moderator: Tyrone Jackson

Room: Union 312

Weekly World News Extemp: Contestants will be given topics on current events (including alien abductions, Bat Boy sightings, and unfrozen cavemen) and have 5 minutes to prepare a 3-minute speech.  They only legitimate source contestants may cite is the Weekly World News which will be made available.  They may also use common knowledge and their own analysis.  Judges will evaluate speeches based on quality of analysis, supporting materials, and presentation. 

Judges/Moderators:Tryina Smith, Barbora Ondruskova

Room: Union 314

Loser’s Win Debates: Can you lose a round if you try?  Short one on one debates where each debater attempts to lose the debate.  Debaters have choice about what the best strategy is for not winning.  Debates will be very short (1 minute constructive, 30 second rebuttal, 30 second cross ex for each side).  Winners (losers) will be “awarded” prizes.

Judge/Moderator: Normunds Pelnens 

Room: Union 315

Speed Reading Sign up

Room: Union 309

Speed Reading: Contestants will be given a passage and get one minute to read out loud 

as far into the passage as possible.  They will be given one warning if they are unclear, and if the judge determines that they are still unclear or that they have skipped ANY words, they will be disqualified.  Prize to the fastest reader.

Judge/Moderator: Simonida Subotic
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Evidence Fabrication Sign Up

Room: Union 310

Evidence Fabrication: Debaters create the “best card” possible and have one minute to read it out loud.  Judges will evaluate entries (which should also be submitted in hard copy) and award a prize to the best evidence.

Judge/Moderator: Camelia Hostinar
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Primal Screaming Sign up

Room: Chesapeake 1 (3rd Floor of Union)

Primal Screaming: Contestants will have 15 seconds of total time (this includes any introduction, buildup/setup, etc and the scream itself) to deliver their best scream.  Judges will evaluate screams on creativity, power, and overall effect.

Judges/Moderators: Shawntia Diggs/Cierra Nichols
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“Whose Line is it Anyway?”

Room: Union 312

“Whose Line is it Anyway?”: Teams of two students will be given a scenario and will then be given two minutes to act it out.  Judges will award winners based on creativity, strength of interpretation, and overall entertainment value.

Judge/Moderator: Tyrone Jackson
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Weekly World News Extemp Sign up

Room: Union 314

Weekly World News Extemp: Contestants will be given topics on current events (including alien abductions, Bat Boy sightings, and unfrozen cavemen) and have 5 minutes to prepare a  3 minute speech.  They only legitimate sources contestants may cite may come from Weekly World News.  They may also use common knowledge and their own analysis.  Judges will evaluate speeches based on quality of analysis, supporting materials, and presentation.

Judges/Moderators:Tryina Smith, Barbora Ondruskova
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Loser’s Win Debates Sign up

Room: Union 315

Loser’s Win Debates: Can you lose a round if you try?  Short one on one debates where each debater attempts to lose the debate.  Debaters have choice about what the best strategy is for not winning.  Debates will be very short (1 minute constructive, 30 second rebuttal, 30 second cross ex for each side).  Winners (losers) will be “awarded” prizes.

Judge/Moderator: Normunds Pelnens
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